# Rokugan
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An
Empire
i Turmodl

A land where honor is stron-
ger than steel. Here, the samuraj
of the seven Great Clans serve
the Emperor as warriors, courtiers,
priests, and monks. They live—
and die—by the tenets of Bushidao.

The Scorpion Clan enjoys great
favor with the Emperor as his con-

i fidants and advisors, but those at
the top are doomed to one day fall.
In the City of Lies, the very reputa-
tion of the clan is at stake, and the
loyalty of its sworn samurai will be
put to the test.




SHOSURO AND SOSHI:

THe Bopy AND ITs SHADOW




art of actng, she communed with this power, leaming ns shapes and abysses, mim-

e ways £ manipuiated the room arenind her. Soon, 1 revealed a new role for

hoe—to play the part of shadow, to shape worlds from

OVEr years

Shosun leamed its language, forsaking ber old path for that of a shugenjs. Despaa

war was full of hungry prayers. It demanded

patient mastary of her now skill. this =
more of har tme, her talents, her traits, har very body in order to be wiekded. The more

the maore it wanted. Fnghtened by its greed, she fled from as call, wringing

her hands, tearng her har, clnging to bar lover Bayushi, atraid of losing herself

The Heavens spun the Karmic Wheel, and yoars o, the Ermnpire bled as this ma-
G y

lovolent powers of Jigoku, the Realm of Evil, theeataned 10 swallow Ningen-do, the
Realm of Mortals. Jooku's chiarmenon, the fallen Kami Fu Leng, battiad 1o cover the en

|

orruption at hes command. On ¢

tirg world in darkn arvd anmies

n mortals rose to challer

rible Day of Thundar, s wn. Shosuro stood among them

Led by Shinsei, thase Seven Thunders fought Fu Leng in the Shadowlands

asach falling, one by one, 51 his averwhelming power. In their death throe

d the churning hordes of oni and the undead while sawa sealed their

Shiba stay

elem emy into the Black Scrolls. Both sacrihoed themselves so that Shosur

ould escape the Shadowlands with the scrolls. But it was not enough. Fatally

wounded, her strength all but spe

Shadowlands not far behind, Despair gripped hear soul. the bit

wre and a thousand years of darkness mers Moments away

Sa the shadow within her wt "-.'h‘,i Its demand hung heavy n the air

between the elements in the V ask—and

Sho could survive to complete her

i to it In an ultimate act

sae hor beloved Bayushi againit she surre: od her

1 and relinquished hee t

if abandon, she accepted the shadow’s barga

form—her pleasures. her memaory, her spint—to be rgmacea in the darkne
plas S, v

From the abandoned self eme Sashi, a man with shadow branded

sin, his very soul, Jooking

pose. By becoming one with shadow, he was unbound by the constraints of mortal

form. He could bend and flatten and travel with the dark—he could manipulate light

and darkness

shion ntncate Hlusions, trickng the lic

iblo. Man

L in humans' eyes maxing

tham believe the impx pulating the Void, he could transforrm reality

wanderad Scompion lands, testing his newfound skills. On the st

day, he wandered 1o the base of the Seikitsy Mountains and stared up at their vast

one and

th ther shi wi he crept nto a corag of their tines

Siopes. Lommunng

stretched himsell as vast as thes highest peak the second day, he sped through

rich fiekds, fhck

Oolweaon

dows swaved and crossed

ach stalk ol

ORI Soshi approached his old lover, thes time n the form of an old peasant
or beautiful gesha but as a mere silho hding within the anaded shac of an
anomous muku tree. As Bayushi passed, bolieving himsei be alone, Soghl wum

monead Ivs newt

ound power to craft an illusory rain. Surprised ot the sudden shores

i heavy draps from clouds that had not been there moments ago, the Kams paused,

feeling the accompanying chil in

the air, smelling the o

press of
the earth rise. The illusion drove

w 10 the shelter of the

muku tree, and cace again, the
Kami felt the longed-or pack of

steel at hus throat

“Dons my Lord Bayush

$ear the sunbaght?” Sosh: asked
ambracng his old lover as he

aleased the lllusion, polling

the knife tghtor agasnst Bay-
ushl's skn

Bayust 9 g upon Soshi

15 the shugenga pulsed with the

of the shadow brand,

pe
overchanging and etheraal
dancing between the elements
o create shapes that had no
body, illupons with no true

form. and the Xami knew he

had acquired anothar follower

He gn;_\.;.:_] Soshi by the arm
and drew him close, his voice
ow and tender, “You arne now
my serv with no faces. You

will fathom the cepths ol the

opening its doors for oot

thres

-_:_]0‘-, and you

vl make our enamies see what

Goes NOt axist,

sk into what

has o depth, ¢

qht n a net
of their own making. And you

sho¥ stay by my side.”

Sashi agreed, this new S
pion path unfolding before him
Tasked with the study of the se-

rats of reality, he founded the
Sashi family, shugenia dedicat
ed to the power of shadow, sac
tificing all to discover and faghs
ion the new shape of Rokugan,




SHiINOBI AND NINJA
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RECRUITMENT AND TRAINING

Young samurai and the occasicnal peasant who show particular proclivity and
il in agliity, procision, stealth, or memilessness may be handpacked to become
shincbi. Before being extended an invitation 1o join 8 shinobs school, they must first
pass secrst tests administered by shinobt sensel who measure their capacity and
willingness to adhere to the Three Oaths. For example, shinobe sensal may observe
a potential student’s propensity for discretion when privy to socal secrets or their

willingness to relinquish parsonal claims for the good of the clan, if they pass these

trials, then the sensei apperoaches them with the propasition to join & dojd

Of tha students who accept and abandon their formar lives—the price of dis
honor and axistence as a noaperson--many adopt one ofF More less-CoNsPICUoUs
identities in the public eye, though some may retain their real sdentity anly for the
sake of appearances. Still other shinobi may destroy their pubiic persana entirely
to allow them to disappear discreetly from society. This may take the form of the
clan tsbincating their imprisonment of exila, or having the new shinobi fake thew
own death through an accident or lliness. These measures aliow the shinobs to
fulfill their missions while avoiding the watchiul eyes of enermies, espacially enamy
shinobi, who maght find cause for suspicion

Whan a shinobs successfully living out the Three Oaths’ tenet of Patience reach
s retirament age, meaning they have become incapable of physically or mentally
performing their duties, the remaining tenets of Sacrifice and Secrecy also demand
completion. This means that the shinobi must be slain to preserve their secret
knowledge. This i oftan done by the shinobi's students or disciples. Ideally, if the
old shinobi successtully passed on thel knowledge 1o the next generation, then the

contest ends in the students’ favor

| Howavar, very rarely, the old shinobi

may win, and worse yet, decide thay

DOUBLE-

B = are not yet ready for retvemant
EDGED MDES In one ntamous casé, a8 sansed
7 | of the Scorpion’s Taill School became
corrupted. Though the causes were
never determined, hor cdan leaders

| determined her unfit to continue as

a shinobi, However, whan her stu

dents want to dispatch her, she killed
every single person in the do)d and
escaped to eradicate nearly all of the
school’s remaining practitioners. The

Scorpion’s Tail techniques were lost

for several centuries

.

SHINOBI SCHOOLS

Because all shinobi schools are secret, sorme of the most elite dajo are not
even known among othar shinobi of the same clan, The clans maintain a shroud
of mystery over how many actually exist. Each shinobi school operates only ac
cording to s respective clan's requicements, taking orders from its clan champion,
or sometimes those delegated authority from a previous clan champeon o give
the future leaders of the clan plausibie deniabilty. In some cases, a new clan
champion might even disband a dojo when thay feel it has outlived its usefulness,
although some schools continue in secrat, waiting to be called upon again to
serva. The shinobi schoold' emphass on meeting clan need directs their vanous

curricula; students training as shinobi only leam ninjutsu to the degree of profi-

cency needed by their clan, Rarely, a clan rght assign a shugenja to become &
shinobi, craating a formiclable wespon

Shinobi déid are scattered throughout Rokugan. Some exst in remote, hid
den locations, while others operate in plain sight under false pretexts. The most
prominent Scarpion shinobi dojo is the Shosuro Butel Academy, located near
Shosuro Palace. It operates publicly s a prestigious fumemboku acting school,
and it secretly trains Its shinobi students to specialize i impersonation for the
purposas of miiltration. Other schools include the Thunder’s Dagger Dojo, which
instructs Shosuro martial artists; the Brother's Gift Dé4d for Shosuro assassins and
infitrators, the Acting Academy for Shosuro impersonators; and the Hidden Mocn
Do, where Soshi kagenar users and those branded by them are trained




THE THREE OATHS

SACRIFICE
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SECRECY

PATIENCE




DiSGRACE AND DISHONOR

Once a studant foins a shincks school, they begin formally eaming rnjutsu in
sdditien to completing thew basic training as warmoss or courtiess, Unkka other -
mural, upon completon of their training, shinobx do not have 5 gempuku caremony.
Having refinquished all ties to ther public Me, they can invest little maaning n such
coremonies. However, this is whan students may be appointed s new identity as past
of a clan assgnment. Those schools that fecus on impersenation, such as the Shosuro
Acting School, may have students craft a new persona for thermsalves as a test, and
often, the creation of that first role is consderad just as sacred a ritual as a gempuku.

There are hundreds of vanieties of ninjutsu, and they fall into two categories:
fumemboku [disgraceful) and furneiyo (dishonorable). Ninjutsu considared fum.
emboky are the inherently neutral acts that can be dishonorably implemented
and thus discredited, depending upon the situation. For exprmple, skills such as
acting, gatherng Information, and stealth can be learned and practiced by any-
one in honorable situations. However, i they are used dishonorably, then thear
users are disgraced. Fumelyo are exclusivaly dishonorable arts and usually are
anly performed by shinobi. These include acts such as sabotage, poisoning, and
assassination, which cannot be done honorably, no matter the circumstance. This
category also includes the specialized martial ans that use shinobi weapons, like
the shuko. shuriken, senbon, and fukiys. Shinobi generally use these weapons
from concealed locations against onemies at a distance, not in situations of hon
orable hand-1o-hand combat, making them solely dishonorable means of attack.

The categoczation of fumemboku and fumeiyo exists to help Great Clans
evaluste whether they could use the services of a warrior or if they have special
need for a shinobi. Under the Threa Qaths, a shinabi simply does whatever they
are commanded without complaint Thus, their actions are judged not according
to Bushidd parameters of what is honorable and dishonorable, but rather with
raspect to whothar their results ace ideal o flawed. For example, the fumeiyo act
of polsoning is never honorable by Bushidd standards, which s why it 15 done
by shinobi. However, if a shinobi were to get
caught and poison themself to uphold
the Three Oaths' tenet of Secrecy
while embedying Sacrifice ardd Pa-
tience, this could be considered an
ultimate shinobs sccomplishment
icdeal for that situation. The highest
deal of 3 shinobi s to uphold all
three pmoplosbmm‘\\ -
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POISONCRAFT | ,
e
One of the most dishonorable ninjuta techniques is the art of poisoning. Shi-
nobl learning to master the art of poisons begin with the Philosophy of the Five Ven.
oms, the thearies and foundational practices cbserved from poson in animals, Tha
sources of the Five Venoms are the snake, spider, cantipede, scorplon, and wasp
Poisonars ame taught to retrleve and distill the poison from these animals for various
uses, a nuanced and perifous art in and of itself. Shincbi also are encouraged to
look 1o those animals as exemplars of their craft; they leam to emulate characteris-
tics such as concealment, accuracy, and speed. In anciant times, poson pichamsts
placed ane of each of the animals of the Five Venoms into an iron pot 1o fight, They
bekeved that the venoms' potency would compound as the animals killed each
other, with the last one aiwe emibodying the culmination of all thesr power, Many
other animals throughout Rokugan are also used for thew mild to fatal towns, such
as jellyfish, puffer fish, snails, toads, lizards, bees, ants, and butterfies
Bayond the animal sources, some plant-based poisons are among the most
dangerous and versatile. The Shosuro Gardens boast saveral hundred variéties of
taxic flowers, shrubs, troes, other plants, and mushrooms grown specifically for use
by the Shoswo Poisoners Academy: Shinobi schools rarely oraft antidotes 1o thesr
thowsands of concoctions. However, many Scomion families retain shugenga spe-
. cifically trained in the art of drawing poisan from the body, just in case. Still, such
measures ae often futile, for the most potent of pomons spread so quickly that a

shugenia cannat be summoned 10 attend to the victim in time
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